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ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 37-14 
 

ACCESS AND RETENTION OF REQUESTS AND ORDERS 

FOR EXPERT SERVICES 

 

 
Adopted: January 8, 2014 

 

 
Snohomish County Superior Court hereby adopts the following procedure for access and 

retention of requests for a trial defense expert, investigator, or other service provider 

under CrR 3.1 (f), RCW 71.05.100, 71.05.217, or RCW Chapter 71.09, and the invoicing 

of the expert, investigator or other service provider, during the pendency of the case in 

this court, as an interim procedure, pending the establishment of an effective date to GR 

31.1 by the Washington State Supreme Court. This Order is effective upon adoption.  

1.   All requests for a defense expert, investigator, or other service provider under 

RCW Chapter 71.05, RCW Chapter 71.09, or CrR 3.1 (f) by counsel, or a pro se 

litigant shall be made using the form attached to this administrative order.  All 

such requests shall set forth:
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(a) The basis for determining that the defendant or  juvenile respondent is 

financially unable to  afford the requested services; and 

(b) Full justification for a determination that the requested services are 

necessary to an adequate defense. 

2.   All documents related to an attorney’s request for a defense expert, investigator, 

or other services, including the Request Form and Declaration of counsel or a 

defendant, any order of the court authorizing requested services at public 

expense, and the invoicing of the expert, investigator or other service provider 

are administrative records exempt from public access pursuant to  

GR 31.1 (l) (6). 

3.   The administrative records described above shall be maintained by the Superior 

Court Administrator or his/her designee, and shall not be filed with court records 

in the case file maintained by the Snohomish County Clerk. 

4.   The Administrative records subject to this Administrative Order shall be retained 

for six (6) years, except for requests for defense experts, investigators or other 

services in aggravated murder cases.  The administrative records subject to this 

Administrative Order in aggravated murder cases shall be maintained in 

perpetuity.  The administrative records shall be destroyed upon expiration of the 

specified retention period. 
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5.   The total amount of public funds authorized or expended for expert, investigator, 

or other services in a case or an aggregate of cases pursuant to this 

Administrative Order, CrR 3.1 (f), GR 31.1 (l) (6),  RCW 71.05.100, RCW  

71.05.217, or RCW Chapter 71.09, shall be disclosed to the public, upon request, 

by the Superior Court Administrator or designee, notwithstanding any other 

provision of this Administrative Order, GR 31.1 (l) (6),  or CrR 3.1 (f).   

 

 

DATED this 8th day of January, 2014 
 
      
            
                             Michael T. Downes, Presiding Judge 
 

 

 

Supersedes:   New 1/8/2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

  
 

   

 


